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DISCOURSE 


Is humbly Dedicated, 


By Their os 
Moſt Obliged, 
AND 
Moſt Obedient Seryant, 


e 


1 TIM. VI. 17, 18, ng. 


Charge them that are rich in thu world, that 
they be not hig h. minded, nor truſt in un- 
certain riches, but in the living GOD, 

who giveth us richly all things to enjoy. 


That they do good, that they be rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate. 


Laying up is ſtore for themſelves « good Foun- 
dat ion apaintt the time to come, that they 
way lay hold on eternal life, 


HE great Apoſtle St. Paul, 1 had ſo 
eminent a Hand, firſt in the Converſion, 70 
and afterwards in the Care of all the Churches, 2 Cor, xi, 21 1 
having inveſted Timothy with the Epiſ- 3 
copal Government of Epheſus, ſends him this Epiſtle, 
as a {cond ſolemn Charge ro re-mind him of the 
Work for which he was left there, and to direct him 
how to fulfill it: In which excellent Monition St, 
Paul does not only excite and inſtruct him in gene- 
ral, to the Performance of his Sacred Office, but 
gives him particular Rules how to addreſs himſelf 
10 all Sorts of People, to the Difference of Sex and 
Age, of Character and Condition, ſo that as of each 
of vie are required ſome __ Qualities and 
Duties, 


9 4 


61 
Duties, ſo each accerdingly might be furniſh'd 
with proper Inſtruction for Behaviour. | 


+ AND having ſpent the whole of this Epiſtle in 
Directions of this kind, he here, in the Cloſe, ſub- 
Joins one general Caution, to be conſtantly obſerved 
by him, Charge them that be rich in this world, that they 
be not bigh-minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, but in 
the living GO D------ that they do good, that they be rich 
in goed Works, &c. 


NOW 'tisnot to be doubted but that theſe Paſto- 


ral Inſtructions given to Timothy, in this and the fol- 


lowing Epiſtle, as alſo thoſe in the Epiſtle to Titus, 
are of general Extent and Obligation, and not to 
be limited to the Perſons of thoſe holy Men alone, 
to whoſe Names they are inſcribed, but remain and 


are to be obſerved as a Pattern by all the ſucceeding 


and even inferiour Miniſtry, that we likewiſe may 
rim. iti. ; 5, know how to behave our ſelves in the Houſe of God, 
| Gor. iv. 1. And. to be good Stewards of the Myſteries of Godlineſs: By 
a Conſequence then, every One of the Holy Function, 
ſhou'd take himſelf obliged, not to reſt in general 
Diſcourſes and Exhortations, but, as Occaſion ſerves, 
to apply himſelf particularly to the ſeveral Parts 
of his Audience, becoming all Things, to all Men, that 
he may gain the more, and with regard to the Apoſto- 
lical Injunction in the Text, he muſt take care, in 


purſuance thereto, to Charge them that are rich, &c. 


| THE Original Word, according to its Etymo- 
d. Beveridge logy, imports eh a Charge, as the Judges, at a Ge- 
chis Text. neral Aſſizes, or Seſſions, make in the King's Name, 


enjoining His Majeſty's Subjects duly to obſerve the 
ſettled Laws of the Kingdom, and ſo the Word is of. 
xn us'd in Scripture, for the ſtricteſt way of com- 


"IP = manding 


471 


manding any thing to be obſerv'd or done, as Af, 
v. 28, s minyſrndg mgnyyHnas ouiv ; Did ner We 
ffraitly command you, &c, ? and Luke v. 14. r e- 
Atv av]w wndert cimay : be charged him to tell nd Man: 
Thus therefore it is that we are here enjoin'd to charge 
theſe that are rich, in the Name of the Supreme Mo- 
narch of the World, who gives them all their Riches, 
to cherge them, I fay, that they be not bigh-minded, 
nor, &c. 


N OW for the further Explication and Uſe te 
be made of theſe Words, I ſhall confider them in 


the Order in which the Holy Ghoſt has deliver'd 


them, and obſerve to you-——-- 


I, THE Pronenefs of Mankind, eſpecially of 


ſuch as are rich in this World, to be high-minded, and 
ro truſt in uncertain Riches. 


II. I ſhall expoſe the Folly of fo doing, from the 
Two-fold Argument contain'd in the Text, of 
the Uncertainty of Worldly Riches, and the 
Certainty, and Durableneſs of Heavenly Trea- 
lure. - 


III. I ſhall explain the ſeveral Duties here en- 
join'd, whereby to evidence our Truſt inG OD, 
wit. to do good, to be rich in good Forks, ready to 
 diſtributr, willing 10 communicate. The Practice 
of all which Inſtances of Chriſtian Charity, and 
Bencficence, I ſhall endeayour to enforce upon 

vou in the 


IVth, and Laſt Place, By repreſenting the certain 
and great Rewards that will attend and follow 
it, not only in this Life, but chiefly and eſpo- 
e 


— 2 * — = 
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* * 
. 
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4 I” ks in that which is to come, 4 it i a, laying, 
in frere 4 good , ut the Time v0. 


* &c. 


" THESE 4 Particulars. I ſhall endeavour 
to diſpatch with all the Brevity ſo copious a Sub- 
Jet will admit, and then to leave them upon your 
Minds, with Inch Application as is ſuitable to the 


Matter in Hand, and the * occaſion of this | 


Day's Solemnity. 
I begin with the Firſt, 


Firſt, THE Proneneſs of Mankind, eſpecially of 
ſuch as are rich in this World, to be higb-minded, 
and to truſt in uncertain Ric hes. 


EVE R Y Man has ſomething or other which 


he eſteems his chief Good, and on which he values 


himſclt, and places his Heart and Affections. Now 
There is no One Thing wherein Men more generally 


agree than in placing their Affections upon worldly 


Riches; and theſe, when obramn'd, are apt to puff 
up the Qwners thereof, with vain and high Con- 
ccits of themſelves, ſo as to fancy themſelves ſa 
much better, and their Condition by ſo much the 


more ſtable and ſecure, by how much they are richer | 


than other People: 


I BELIEVE there are few in the World whe 
will own this Charge, and conteſs 'cmſclyes guiley, 


becauſe they know tis ſo palpably abſurd and foo- 
hſh; they are thro'ly convinc'd, that a great Eſtate 


FO: ret im it {elf make a Man Wiſer, or Holier, 
or more Acceptable to GOD; they are ſenſible 
that they are never the Stronger, nor Healtier, nor 

| pogo „ 
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71 
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freer from Pain and Trouble, Se in Body or = 


Mind, for their being DEBS ; nay. 5 ot, wil 19 9 1 
acknowledge, that there 


Sin, to Lukuf rv, to Cote 15 to Pic le, to Se- 
curity, and Preſumption, ana even more Dang er of 
being miſerable {or.ever, from a State of Proſpe- 


rity, and abundance, than from a State of Adverti. 


ty and Want: . Yes, ſo it happene, for all this, 
that when Men are W to any gear Degree or 
Wealth, they act as if the ey cou d do every 
thing, as if it gou'd not only Ede hae em Pleaſure, 

and Honour, and all worldiy Fee but even 
Immortality, and Ecernal Life; f 


* 


tor if Men did not 
really truſt in tneir Rickes, way thou 4 they neglect 

all the true Means of their Happineſs to agazuire 
them ? Why ſhou'd they ruin their Souls to raiſe 
their Eſtateaz Why frou'd they de fraud their Neigh. 
bours, nay, even their own Selves of the neceſſary 
Supports of .Food and Raimeat, to heap up an un- 
mea{urable Quant of this their beloved Froaſure > 
in fine, If they did not really truſt in theſe Ihings, 
why ſhou'd they behave 


Pertons of. niean Fortunes, as it they were Cota. 


tures of {ome other Species, and not worthy their 
rr gard. 

THIS then is that baſe Temper of Mind 
which ue are here cauticn'd againſt, and which is 
marvellous apt to infingate it lelf into the Hearts 
of rich Men; 'tis a thing cemmon 
Reaſon the 3 auturd aid ohh, ai 1 f 40 ealils 
evince in the 
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to diſpatch with all the Brevity ſo copious a Sub- FE 


ject will admit, and then to leave them upon your 


Minds, with ſuch Application as is ſuitable to the 


Matter in Hand, and the a occaſion of this 


W $ Solemnity. 
1 begin with the Firſt, 


Fat, THE Proneneſs of Mankind, eſpecially of 
ſuch as are rich in this Warld,. ro be 2 
and 10 truft in uncertain Riches. 


EVERY Man has ſomething or other which 


| be eſteems his chief Good, and on which he values 


himſelf, and places his Heart and Affections. Now 
there is no One Thing wherein Men more generally 


agree than in placing their Affections upon worldly 


Riches; and theſe, when obtain'd, are apt to puff 


up the Owners thereof, with vain and high Con- 
eeits of themſelves, ſo as to fancy themſelves ſa 


much better, and their Condition by ſo much the 
more fable and ſecure, by how much they are richer 


than other People ; 


I BELIEVE there are few in the World who 
will own this Charge, and conteſs emſelves guilty, 
becauſe they know tis ſo palpably abſurd and foo- 
hſh ; they are thro'ly convinc'd, that a great Eſtate 


dove ret in it ſelf make a Man Wiſer, or Holier, 


or more Acceptable to GOD; they are ſenſi ble 


that they are never the Stronger, nor Healtier, nor © - 
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4 oor from Pio and _ eicher. 7 in. Body off N 
Mind, for their being rich; nay, they will frankly 'Y „„ 
acknowledge, that there 3 dec more Temp! ations ro M 2 85 
Sin, to Tan; to Dee N to Pride, to Se- 
curity, and Preſumption, and even more. Danger Al 
being miſerable for ever, from a State ot Proſpe- 
tity, and abundauce, than ſrom a State of Adverit. 
ty and Want: , Let {@ it happens, for all this, 
that when Men are arrived to any gieat Degree “ 
Wealth, they act as if their Money cou'd-do every 
5 thing, as if it gou'd not only Purch alſe,em Pleaſure, 
/ and Honour, and all worldly Enjoyments, but even 
Immortality, and Eternal Life 8 Yi if Men did not 
really truſt.in tacir Riches, „hy ſhou'd. rhey neglect | 
all the true Means of their Happineſs to agapiire 
them? Why ſhou'd they ruin their Souls to raiſe 
their Eſtatesz W yy ſnou'd they de fraud their Neigh- 
bours, nay, even their own, Selves of the nevall ry 
Supports of Food and Raiment, to heap up an un- 
meaſurable Quantity of this their beloved 'Preafure 3 
in fine, If they did not really truſt in theſe Things, 
why ſhou'd they behave thyumfelves with that in- 
ſupportable Haughtineſs to Men of low Degree, and 
Perſons of. mean Fortunes, as it rhey were C10 an 


tures of {ome other dpecies, and not worthy theix 
regard. 
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THIS then is that baſe Temper of Mind 
which ve are here cauticn'd againſt, and which is 
na} e to inünuate it {elf into the Hearts 
of rich Men; *tis a thing common in Fact, yet in 
Reaſon the hk autard and toolith, as I ſhatl eaſtly 
eV; ince in the | 
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: | 4 I N Second Place, F R GO M the Uncertainty of all Farth- a ar 
© RR ly Riches, and the Certainty and Purableneſs oy 
1 | of Heavenly T reaſure : Truſt not in unccrtain 1 
- Ny Reches, but in the living GOD, | | if 
NOW the force of this Argument, againſt all cc 

worldly Confidence, is founded upon this clear aud To 

convincing Ratiocination; to wit, that it is infinite- cc 

ly fooliſh and below an intelligent and rational Bn 4e 

Creature to place bis Hope and Truſt upon an Un- | 60 

certainty; as it is certain, every Thing in this World | c 
is: This is, in ſhort, the Sum of the Argument, in | 89 
purſuit whereof, it may be uſctully obſerved, how 4 
that there are two Things which affer themfelves 4 4 


to Mankind, as keen Rivals for their Affections; 
GOD, and the /ORLD, the Things of this 
preſent Life, and that which is to come; and no- 
thing is more plain, both from Reaſon and Scrip- 
1 ture, than that both theſe can't be the Object 
: 97, Luke xvViof our Love and Dependance: No Man can ſer ve 
| Pos GOD aud Manon: Let us ſee then which cf 
| the T'wo bids higheſt for, and beſt deferves ſuch cur 
Reſpect: Why, not the World, nor the Riches of 
it, as will plainly appear, upon a double Account, 
evther as to the Acquiſition, or Poſſeiſion and En- 
joyment. 8 


AS to the Uncertainty of Acquiring Riches, I 
mall beg leave to put it to your ſelves, and let the 
Aue be upon your own Experience: Who here pre- 
tient, who may not be thought one way or other to 
aim at the Riches of this World? Yet where's the 
Han who can be ſingl&d out, as having effectually 
gain'd his Point? "theie ate innumerable Dangers 

and 


A. FE 


and Accidents, both at Sea and Land, ſufficient to ; 


btaſt the beſt formed Project of growing rich. 


« He, who, for Inſtance, deſigns to raiſe his For- Dr, Sexth, g 
Oh 4 Seym. 1 b 


« tunes by Merchandize, has all his Hopes, at once, 11. 


e floating upon the Waves, and his Riches, (the 
« whole Support of his Heart) entirely at the Mer- 


« cy of Tnings which have no Mercy, The Seas 


&« a:d the Winds. A ſudden Storm may beggar 
« him, aud who can ſecure him from a Storm, in 
« the Place of Storms? A Place where whole E- 
« {taies are every Day ſwallowed up, and which 
has thereby made it diſputable, whether there 
« were greater Riches lodged below the Salt Wa- 
ters than above them. 


> 
- 


N OR have we much better Security on Land 
thin Sea: We are not certain of avy Comforts we 


have here in poſſeſſion, much leſs are we certain cf 


any in Reverſion. One wou'd think indeed a large 


Eſtate too bulky a Thing to be whilk'd away after 


Fortune's Caariot, yet "a6 often does it happen ſo? 
How happy are we apt to fancy our ſelves in having 
4 good lying Eſtate, 4 little Terra ft: ma, AS We call 
it, to depend on; whereas, in truth, there is uo 
greater 2 Solæciſm in Language, than that Expret- 


ion; for there is no Stability in any Condition 
here on Earth: And even an Eitate is fo far fron 


continuing in one Perſon, or Family, that it often 
leaves us before we die: How many brave Eitates 
have been decay d, and ruin'd by th: Culamiies 
and Charges of War? How many have been entire. 
ly loſt, by eſpouſing ſome unlucky Faction in the 
State? How many by Fire, or ſome ſuch other An- 


expected Accident? How many by providing tur a 


great number of Children, or by theRior and Luxury 
5B 3 of 
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pf Spendthitift. Heir? So that he who looks 


Thid. 


e 
1 F 
: * . 
p : . J N * 1 
. . 
| J 


upon any Earthly Poſſeſſion as a certain Thing, 
might with more Senſe think he Wind and Wes 
ther ſo; For theſe, tho' variable, have their Re- 
« volutions, and turn about to the {ame Point again, 
© but an Ellate once gone, ſeldom reverts to the 
« {ame Owner 


THUS do all ſubhmary FEnjoyments imitate the 
Changeableneſs, as well as feel the Influence af the 
Planet they arc under. How continually do we 

tee] em periſh in the u ng? How often {hp thro? 


our Fingers, and leave us, at once e 'd of 
a Poſſeſſion we fondly thought fix'd and certain, 


and altoniſhi'd to think which way they came to 
do ſo? 


YET ſuppoſing theſe Things to eſcape the or- 
dinary Methods of deceiving us in this Point, yet 
how ſhort will our Stay be with them, if they 
were never ſo well quali ed, or firmly diſpoſed to 


ſtay with us? Deach, 'tis beyond all doubt, will 


make an entire Separation, and that is in ſuch fwiſt, 
ſuch conſtant Motion towards us, that even the 
Time Pm now employing; in ſpeaking of theſe 


Things, leaves you fo much leſs behind to enjoy 
'em in. 


— 


THUS the uncertain hold we have of any 
hing in this World, is a good and forcible Rea- 
ton Why we Inou'd not ſet our Hearts and Affections 


on any 4nimg here below, or havs any Confidence 


in, or Dependance upon, any worldly Good; foras- 
Mu as after all our Care, and 'Fheught; and Pains, 
that we can take about it, either our Endeavours 

þ ha mar 
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may be ſucceſsleſs, and we may miſs of obtaining 
what we labour after; or if we do obtain it, we 
can't be ſure to keep it, no! not ſo much as one 
Day, but may, in a Moment of Time be cut ſhort 
in all our Expectations: What wile Man then wou'd 
place his Affections upon, or put his Truſt, in that, 
which every Moment may take from him which 4 
often makes it ſelf Wings, and flies away, and which Prov. vxiil. 5-1 
he himſelf is fly ing from as fait as Time can carry 4 
him: Oh! how vain are all ſuch fugitive Objects, 
incompariſon of a certain and enduring Subſtance? 
How miſerably infatuated thole unthinking Mortals, 
who allow ſuch Trifles, ſuch empty Bubbles, to 
over ballance a Treaſure in Heaven, a Crown in- 
corruptible, and that fadeth not away for ever? 
Theſe are thoſe much better, and more valuable 
Riches to be had by n in tie living GOD: 
This is what we ought chiefly to regard, even 
our everlaſt ng Happineſs and Welfare, becauſe this 
is the only Thing worth making ſure of, and the 
only Thing which our greateſt Care can ſecure to 
us in this World: A Man cannot by all his Ver- 
tue and Innocence, all his Skill and Induſtry, 
| ſecure his Eſtate, or any earthly Enjoyment what- 


ſoever, but he may, if he pleaſes, make his Call- 

ö ing and Election ſure, Which is infinitely more 
valuable than ali the Eſtates and Grcatneſs of the 

E World. | £ 


2 THE chief Bubncls therefore, and Def on of 
8 | pur Lite, ſhou'd be to obtain theſe certain 'and 


durable Riches; and how we may do this, we are 


well inſtrudted in the following Words of the Text, 
5 which I promis'd in the 


. ind Place, 


* 


114 Place, TO ANN to you, and which do 
expreſs the ſeveral Duties enjoin'd us, where” 
by to evidence our Truſt in GOD, viz. to ds 
good, to be rich in good Worig, ready to diſtribute 


willing to communicate. 


1. then, TO do good, is to do whatever may tend 
to the Good and Happineſs of our Neighbour to 
prevent avy Miſchief befalling him, or to deliver 
him from any Circumſtances of Adverfity, which 
he may be in: Now the Goods or Evils we are 


capable of, in this World, either reſpe & our aeg 5 


tual, or our Temporal State: Thole + which re 

our Spiritual State, are of the Jaſt | = wigs. 2 
an Eternity of Happineſs, or Miſery, depending 
thereon; and therefore the moſt noble and geue- 
rous Inkance of doing Good to Others, is to con” 
tribute what we can to make them Good: And 
indeed, what worthier, what more noble Deſign 
can there be, than to be thus employ'd for the 
Uſe, and Service, and Benefit of Mankind; here- 
by it 1s that Men become, as jt were the Salt of 
the Earth, and the Light of the World; *tis this 


which . them 3 the common Level of 


Mankind; nay, which makes them like to the 
beſt and happieſt Being, GOD himſelf, and his 

iefled Son, CHRIST JESUS, ( who was, as at this 
Time, made Fleſh ) who while he dwelt among 


us, went about doing good: In imitation of which great 


and glorious Example, this comprehenſive Duty 
of doing Good to Others, conſiſts in our charitable 
Addreſſes to them, according to their ſeveral Wants 
or Exigences; to feed the Hunory, cloath the Na- 
ked, to viſit rhe Sick, the Facheclets and the Wi- 


; doyws 


C15] 
dows, in their Afflictions; to direct and com fort 
ſuch 48 are under any perplexing Doubts, or Ter- 
rors of Conſcience, to reform the Vicious, to in- 
ſtruct and adviſe the Ignorant, and to impart to 
them the Knowledge of GOD, and his Ways, to 
inſtill into them the Principles of Religion, and 
to ſtudy and endeavour the good of their immor- 
tal Souls; and what of this we can't do by our 
ſelves, we are, as far as GOD ſhall enable us, 
to effet it by Others, (i. e.) © to provide fir 
„% Means, and proper Perſons, to carry on theſe 
© Charities, that ſo neither the Body nor Soul of 
% our Brethren may be left naked, or hungry, nor 
„% any of his Wants unprovided for. 


THESE are general Rules of Conduct with 


relation to our Chriſtian Brethren ; and every Per- 


jon, without diſtinction, is obliged, by the Laws 
of Chriſtian Charity, to do all the good be poſſibly can, 
in all theſe Reſpelts, to all Men: Theſe are Offices 
which we can't be too intent upon, or too much 


employ'd in; hereby we gain that Wealth, which 


we can't too much, or too eagerly purſue; for 
as to the frequency of ſuch Actions, the Rule 
is not only to de good, but to do as much good as 
we are able, to be rich in good Works; and as to the 
Sincerity of our Hearts, and unwearied Diligence 
in the Practice of theſe Things, we mult be pre 
pared, upon all Occaſions, to pay GOD his Tri- 
bute, whenſoe ver he in his Providence calls for 
it, taking all Opportunities, and glad when we can 


find any, of expreſſing our Thankfulneſs to GOD 


for all his Mercies to Us, by Works of Mercy and 


Charity to Others, being ready to diſtribute, willing to 


(OM NUNCAC, 
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BUT theſe are too unge Topicks to be infiſted 


on in the Cloſe of a Diſcourſe, I ſhall therefore | 


content my {elf, at preſent, with a little further 
Enlargement upon that particular Branch of Chri- 
ſtian Beneficence, wherein we ate now more im- 
mediately concern d, and which is here expteſs'd 


3 2 oulledi]ec by diſtribut ng and communicating, twe Words, which 


70, xotrw!i-in the Original, as well as in our own Evglih 

vs. Tranflation, import the ſame Thing, ( viz. ) mutu- 
al Participation, or enjoying à Thing in common with 
others. 


Br- Cave's I T's undeniably manifeſt, that at the firſt going 

Prim Chriſti- abroad af the Goſpel into the World, the Piety 

and Charity of the Chriſtians was ſo great, that 

Jolfin MartY”the multitude of them that believed were of one Hears, and of 

Apol G. 17. 9 

Ads iv OY Soul, neither ſaid any of them, that ought of the Things 

34 35+ aw ich be toſjeſjed was bis ou n, but they bad all Tings con. 

| mon ; nei her was there any among them that lacked---- fo; 

Diſtribution was made unto every Mai according 4s he had 
need, 


THIS Community of Goods was a noble Evi- 


dence ef the mighty Power aud Tre valeney. of the 
Chriſtian Relizion over that Selfiſh and Narrow 
fou!'d Temper, ſo n in the World, and 
which is the chief Cauſe of the Miſchief that is 
in it: But this laſted not long in the Church, 


becauſe the chief Reaſon of ſuch a Community, 


which was the perſecuted and diſtreſſed State of 
Chriſtians at that Time, atcerwards ceaſing, it was 
no longer obligatory, on that account, or perhaps, 


»wdecd lawful, ſnce there ſeems to be ſo many wiſe 
and good Elds of Providence well {erycd by the 
Diſpar UE 


171 
Diſparity of Mens worldly Circunſtänces; yet ſo 


far, I conceive, the Reaſon of that e Cha- 9 
rity, ſo famous among the Firſt Chriſtians, to bind | þ 
all {ucceeding Chriſtians, that they ought to have ; 
a compaſſionate Regard to the Wants and Suffer- 4 


ings of their Brethren, and tho? they be not bound 
?n the flrite/t Senſe, to communicate, that is, to have 
things in common; yet undoubtedly they are obliged, 
as they have Opportunity, liberally to Ante, | 
and to this! End, 70 lay by tlem in tore, (as the Cor. Xvi. 2 
Apoſtle dire sts) for good and charitable Ules, «s J 
G60 D bas prof hered them. 1 7 


TO Communicate therefore, or Diſtribute, is | [; 
to ſet apart fome Portion of chil, e good Things 5 
which the kind Hand ef Providence has bellowed | 
on us, to the Benefit and Relicf of others: We | 4 

ought to give more nen indeed out of our a- þ 
buns dance; but upon ſome Emergencies it may be | | 

| 8 on us to do ſometiiing, with the poor ; 
Widow in the Goſpel, out of our own Penury: Nr. xit. 425 1 
Chriſtians of but mean and indifferent Circum— 1 
ſtances, even thoſe who ſubſiſt by their Labours, 1 
and with {ome difficulty ſupport themſelves and | 1 
Families, ſhou'd not take themſelves wholly un- J. 


ongag d, in {ome ext a07 dinary ( ajes at leaſt, to contri- 
bute to the relief of their neceſlitous Brethren : 
But the Obligation to this Duty is ſo ſtrong upon 
Men abounding in Wealth and Plenty, that they 
can by no means diſpenſe with themlielves from 
it, without renouncing, at once, all Principles of 


Humanity and Religion; that it is incumbent on Re 
lach Perſous to exerciſe a more ample and diffu- 


five Charity, on all Occaſicns, is evident from in- 
numerable Commands of G QD, in Holy Scrip- 
(, tures 


on 
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ture; but left the fole Authority of thoſe Com-. be 
mands ſhou'd not be of force enough to perſwade, oy 
Men are encouraged to obey them upon the Pro- © | 
ſpect of a glorious and eternal Reward; the mention- N 
ing of which laſt Words, puts me in Mind to pro- wh 
ceed in the Fr 
| | the 
IVth Place, TO enforce upon you this great Du- ob 
ty of Chriſtian Beneficence, which I ha juſt 5 
been explaining, by repreſenting to you the of 
certain and great Rewards, which will attend 155 
and follow it, not only in this Life, but eſpe- was 
cially in that which is to come, as it is «lay- Poc 
ing up in ſtore, a good Foundation againſt tbe Time ws 
to come, that ye may lay bold on eternal Life. | p an 
5 or 
NOW w th relation to this preſent Life, Acts lib 
of Charity and Beneficence are both Pleaſant and anc 
Profitable, and there being no Happineſs which Spi 
Men propoſe to themſelves, but what falls under Sta 
One of theſe Two Heads, I have then no more te Sa) 
do, than to prove theſe Two Things: Shu. 
cou 
Tit, That Acts of Charity and Beneficence are e 
Pleaſant, and 

| 0 

Secondiy, That they are Profitable. ly 
| | nef 
Firft then, ACTS of Charity and Beneficence are lov 
attended with abundant PFleaſure and Satisfaction: W 
There is no Action which gives a good Man a grea- ur, 
ter or more ſol:d and laſting Pleaſure than a Cha- der 
titable Deed : The Pleaſures which affect only our bee 
genles, quickly wear off, and vanith away, but anc 
that's not all, they very often leave an ill Ret gre 


behind 


\ Cf 
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behind 'em: But the Reflection of a kind and cha- 


ritable Aion, of Kindneſs's done, and Benefits 
beſtow'd, is indeed a perpetual Entertainment of 
the Mind, and a never fading Spring of Joy: It is 
what gives Eaſe under Pain, and Sickneſs, and 
Trouble; what cheers the Spirits, and keeps up 


the Hearts of Men in the worſt Circumſtances of 


Life: What a mighty Comfort, for Iuſtance, was 


it to Holy Job, in his Afflictions, that he cou'd ſay [oy _ 12, 


of himſelf: 1 was Eyes to the Blind, and Feet was 1 5 
the Lame; I was a Father to the Poor, and the Cauſe 
which I knew not, I ſearched oret: Becaije I deliver d the 
Poor that cryed, and the Fatherleſs, and him that had none 
te help bim: The Hleſſi of him that was ready to bei 
came upon me, and I cauſed the WWidews Heart to ling 
or joy. The kind Offices he had done, and the 
liberal Contributions he had made to the Poor 
and Needy, in his Proſperity, did bear up his 
Spirit, even when he was reduced to the lowett 


State of Adverſity and Want: This verifies the 


Saying of Solomon, The merciful Man aoth good to bis own Prov. xi. 5. 


Soul, Inſomuch . even the Heathen Moraliſt 
4 * A 8 / „ * L 8 0 — 
cou'd tell us, Tv ie c ov iges, it is fee. 

ter to do good than to receive it. 


Secondly, TH E Profit, with reference to world. 


ly Advantages, that attends Mercifulneſs, and Be- 


neficence, is àa cogent Argument to excite to the 
love and practice of it; ſo that when our bleſſed 


1 declares, that we ſoull have the Poor always with Mat.xxvi; bt 


„ he does not foretell and threaten this as a Bur- 
a and Plague, but promiſe it as a Privilege, 
| becauſe that much Profit is to be made of this, 

and that the good we do to them, is doing the 


grearels good to our ſelves: Let no one therefore 
BS EO entertain 


&c. 
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entertain the leaſt Suſpicion that he ſhall be ever 
»- the worſe, or poorer, for what he beſtows, be 


i cauſe ever he parts with in Kinda and f 
1 Compaſſion to the Needy, G OD himſelf will 0 
1 Tee that he be no loler by it: This may, and ( 
1100 I queſtion not, but does, ſeem 2 kind of Paradox i 
| to a great many; to thoſe, } mean, who truſt 0 
in worldly Riches, and look upon all as loſt which 4 
I is not attended immediately with a viſible Pro- · 
[| duce and Advantage: Yet ſurely, whoever duly 4 
| confiders, how even all Temporal Plenty is of ; 
| G O D's Diſpoſal, how all Things are enriched 3 
| by his Bleſſing, and without it become uppro- c 


ſperous, will find no difficuly in believing it to 
be an undoubted Truth: But then, 


| aA 
In the Laſt Place, THE chief Argument to re- ti 
commend this Vertue, is that Heavenly great Re- ” 
ward which will attend it hereafter, and in com- 2 
pariſon of which the grcateſt Profit in this Life u 
8? Mat. v. 7. is of no value: Bleſſed are the merciſul, jor they ſoail v 
obtain mercy: As the Judgments of GOD are ot h 
ten anſwerable to the Sins Men commit; to hes | It 
pleas'd likewiſe to apporition his Rewards to our 4 
(races, and Mercy to thoſe who ſhew Mercy to 4 
Others. | 7) 
EVERY Tear that our Mercy wipes away; = 
every Sigh and Gromn which we ſuppreſs; e- 1 
very Back that we cl: oath; every hungry Belly o 
[ we fill; every ignorant Mind we inſtruct; every 1 
We | Charitat „ Action we do; Al! Tie turn into ſo ma- i 
q || ny Advocates and Sol ee to procure greater t 
1 Mexcies for us, than we were ever able to extend 
to them. 


THIS 


4 


* 
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THIS is the way which our blefſed Lord him- 


ſelf hath taught us, of making to our ſelves Friends St. Luke xvi. 
of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, that ſo when we fail N. 1 


(as fail we all thortly muſt ) they may receive us 
into everlaſtins Habitations: A ſure way, ( accor- 
ding to the Phraſe in the Text) to lay up for 
eur ſel ves a good Foundation againſt the Time to come, 
that wi may lay hold on eternal Life,” even that 
eternal Life and Glory which wes brought to Light 
zbrough the Goſpel, and with which all the Things 


in this World, put together, are not worthy to be 
compared :; 


IN proſpect therefore of ſo great and glorious 
a Recompence, let us be always watchful and in- 
tent upon the matter in hand, rich in good works, 
ready to give, and glad to diſtribute ; remembring what 
an important work this is, and withal that hereby 


we ſerve 2 moſt kind and generous Maiter, who, 


we are aſſured, the more good we do, the kindlier 
he will take it, and the happier we ſhall be for 


it: For our Lord himſelf ſaith, Inſomuch as you have St. Mat, xxv. 
done it to one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, you ha ve 40. 


ane ot unto me. 


HOW ſhou'd it then incite and inflame us 
to an ardent Zeal and Promptitude in relieving 
the Neceſſities of our fellow Creatures, whom 
the Saviour of the World diſdains not to call 
them his own Brethren, and will enter whatever 
is expended for their Benefit, as an Alms done 
to him{ctt, 


THUS 
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THUS you ſee how Charity, and Chriſtian 


Bene ficence is, of all other Duties, of the greateſt 


preſent Advantage to thoſe who exerciſe it, and 
will alſo ſtand us in the greateſt ſtead in the 
Day of Judgment, when we our ſelves ſhall ſtand 
moiſt in need of Mercy and Pity, 


BUT I need not tell you, that this Day's So- 


| lemnity 1 is not with reference to common and or- 


dinary Charities ; for that Charity which I now 


ſtand here an Advocate for, is of all Charities 


the moſt noble, excellent, and beneficial ; in re- 
gard therefore chat the Neceſſities of our Bre 
thren do far exceed the Abilities of the moſt 


bountiful Giver; the giving what we are able in 


ſuch a manner oy may turn to beſt account, is what 
deſerves our greateſt Care; and among all the vari- 
ous kinds of Charity, I know none in which our 


largeſt Benefactions can turn .to ſo good an ac- 


count, ſo many ways, as in ſupporting SCHOOLS 
ſet up for the EDUCATION of POOR CHIL-. 


DREN, and in contributing to their Inſtruction, 


whoſe tender Years are the moſt proper Seaſon 
of receiving, aud yet are diſabled, by the Mean- 
neſs of their Circumſtances, from procuring, at 
their own Expence, that Knowledge which is re- 
quiſite to make them happy in this or in the next 
World: For Feeding the Hungry, and Cloathing the 
Naked, and the like, tho* excellent and uſeful 
Acts of Charity, yet come very much ſhort of 
relieving the Body and Soul at once: Thoſe are 
Benefits which only ſupply a preſent Exigence, 
this ſupplies the Occaſions of a whole Life: Thoſe 
are reftrain'd to private Perſons, this naturally 


tends 


[23] 

tends to the good of the publick : | Skreening Men 
from Penury, and Want, from Cold, and Naked- 
neſs, are Kindneſſes of ſhort Duration; where- 
as providing for Youth, deſtitute and forſaken; 
to be made painful Labouvers:/ honeſt Men, and 
good Chriſtiaus, ix « laying up in ſtore, not only 
for our ſelves, but even for thoſe whom we thus 
relieve, a good Foundation againſt the Time to come, 
that both they, and we, may, by the Means of 
one and the ſame Charity, be. made Partahers of 
ter nal Life. 


BLESSED therefore, ery for ever bleſſed 


be our good and gracioas GOD, who firſt in- 
ſpir'd you with this truly Charitable and Chri- 
ſtian Deſign; and bleſſed be all they of the Lord, 
who have been contributing to, and carrying it 
on, who have ſubmitted to be themſelves Over- 
ſeers of thoſe Poor who are maintain'd by their 
own Charity, who make it their Bufineſs to look 
into their little Wants, and become, as it were, 
their Stewards and Servants, in imitation of the 
bumble and compaſſionate JESUS, who waſped 


the Feet of bis un Diſc Nes and was among them, 4 Je 


that ſerve th, 


IT wou'd detain your Patience longer than it 
ought to be exercis'd, if I ſhou'd but offer to re- 
count the many excellent Benefits, that may juſtly 
be expected from this well-placed Charity I muſt 
therefore content my ſelt, at preſent, with a brief 
Hint at a few of them, remembring where I am, in an 
Audience of Perſons, as fam'd for Acts of Generofity 
and Charity, as for Wealth, or worldly Greatneſs- 
Let me only juſt pu} you in Mind, how the Ad- 
vantages 


* 


| 
| 
| 


* = — 1 fon ta e r +7) TIT AY 
wa L a Nee wee, „ r ro re 47 8 * 7 N 
— a ARES 0 | 2 
| 


( 24 ] 
vantages of this kind of Charity, are not limited 
to theſe poor Children themſelves, or their indi- 


gent Parents and Friends, who are mightily caſed 
by it, but extend alſo to Towns and Corporations, 


70 Pariſhes and Counties, and even to the Church 


and Nation in general: How likely are many of 
theſe Children, by the Aſſiſtance of your Charity 

to become uſeful in their Generation, -and perhaps 
too eminent Men in the World; hereby 'Fhole,wt.o, 

had they been left unreguarded, to ſtrug vole with 
the Difficulties of their poor Condition, might 
ha' been a Load and a Burden to the Earth that 
bears cm, the Peſts of Society, and Diſturbers of 
publick Peace and Good; by this your Charity, 
ſay, ſuch as Theſe, will be qualified for getting 
their daily Bread; by this they will be enabled 
w ſupport themſelves and Families; by this to 
requite the Care, and to aſſiſt the Poverty of 
their Relations, and even to bring Advantage to 
the Community whereunto they belong, by tacir 
honeſt Labours, and ſerviceable Employments ; 
and, which is beſt of all, and the moſt truly 
Chriſtian Confideration, hereby the molt effectual 
Care is taken, to make them, true and juſt in 
all their Dealings, to renounce all the little Arts 
of unjuſt Gain, and to do their Duty in that State 
of Lite, whatever it is, unto which it {hall pleaſe 
GOD to call them. 


' THESE are ſome of tle bleſſed Effects and 
Conſequences of Charitable Contributions in this 
kind, which we have already ſeen in {ome Parts 
ef this Kingdom, and what abundant Reaſon do 
theſe give us, to hope for tlie lame, or more blet- 
{ed ones, Gro thoſe Charities which you are be- 
| {0 *g 
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Weins the ſame wah, in "Bis Place? And, oh! * q | 


what great Joy, think ye, will ſpring up in your 
Minds, when you ſhall behold this bleffed Sight ? 
When you ſhall ſee (as we hope the Proſpet+ 
is not ſo far diſtant, . but moſt of you may live 
to fee ) thoſe helpleſs Children, whom. you now 
feed, and cloathy living upon their Buſineſs and 
Trades, become Men of Probity, and perhaps the 
Support, and Wealth, and Honour of this COR- | 
PORATION. = oY | 
TWAS a very jul and moving Conſideration ö 
of a late eminent Metropolitan, That Men glory Archbiſhop & 
in raifing great and magnificient Structures, and l. 


„ find a mighty Pleaſure to ſee Sets of their own 1 


* planting, to grow up and flouriſh ; but ſutely | | 
« it is 4 greater and more glorious Work to build | 
* up a Man, to ſee a Youth of our own plant- 41 
« ing, to ſee him from the ſmall beginnings we | | 


„have given him, to grow up into a confiderable 1 
« Fortune, to rake root in the World, to rife ſo "mJ 


« high, and to ſpread his Branches fo far, that 
© Others may find Comfort, and Shelter under his 


* Shadow. 2 { 4 


ö 

BUT that which is matter of the higheſt and 4 ö 

moſt laſting Comfort, ariſing from a Charity of T 

this Nature, is the happy Reflection of your hav- | 

ing an Hand in enlarging the Dominion of our | 
great Maſter, by aſſiſting, in ſaving the Souls of 

thoſe whoſe Chriſtian Education you fo much + 
regard: You'll then rejoice with exceeding Joy, 
and it will undoubtedly mightily add to the 
Degrees of your oun future Glory, that you have 
been ſo inftrumental in promoting theirs: For as 
| D n=" 
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Du. il. . it is written in the Hook of Daniel; ſuch a turn 


many to Righteonſneſs, ſhall ſhin? as the Brightpeſs of 
the Firmament, and as the Stars for ever and ever: A. 
one Star differs from another Star in glory, ſo 
ſhall it be at the Reſurrection of the Juſt ; each 
happy Soul ſhall ſhine with a brighter Glory, ir. 
proportion to his Love and Charity to poor Chri- 


ſtians; but they, in particular, who have made it 
their Buſineſs to inſtru& others in their Duty, 


and have been Inſtruments in the Hands of GOD, 


to turn Mankind into the Paths of Righteouineſs, 
ſhall be diſtinguiſh'd, at that Day, by a more emi- 
nent Degree of Glory. 


OH! then the Tranſcendent Excellency of that 
good Work, which I am called hither to recom- 
mend, and which I doubt not you are all ſo fully 
convinc'd of, that not One Perſon, who has {s 
Happily begun, will ever once think of with- 
drawing his Hand: But we wou'd hope for 2 


conſiderable Increaſe of Charity Yearly from this 


ſolemn Meeting, the Defign of which, next to the 
performing our Devotions to Almighty GOD, 


is to encourage you to abound more and more 


in this Labour of Love, and alſo to excite and en- 
gage Others to come 1n and join in promoting this 
Work, of the Lord: Oh! then let no One, No One 
eſpccially whom GOD has bleſt with a plentiful 
Fortune, dare to defeat ſo good a Work, and fo 
reaſonable an Expectation; but may ever) Ones 
Heart and Hand be wide open, in proportion to 
ſo pious and beneficial an Undertaking. 
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+ THE Objection of ſome wary Minds, That this 
Noble Undertaking von d ſcarce ever be perfeted, is in 
4 great meaſure removed: You ſee, with your own 
Eyes, the Thing brought to a. good Effect; I hear 
no Complaints of any Miſapplication of what is 
deſtin'd to this pious Uſe z in ſhort, no clourable 
Objection of any kind is made againſt it; ſo that 
all thoſe are without Excuſe, who ſhall yet obſti- 


mately refuſe to encourage that Charity which I'm 
now endeavouring to excite to. 


To conclude then, LET us all proceed with one 
Heart, and one Soul, in carrying on, and advan- 


cing this good Work; and whatever little unhap- 
py Differences we may chance to have amongſt 
us, as to other Matters, let there be no Emulati- 
on, or Contention among us, in this; but only 
who may beſt and moſt effectually promote it, 
and according to the Exhortation of St. Paul to | 
the Corinthians, Let every Man do according «as he is 2 Kp. ix. . 


diſpoſed in bis Heart, not gruagingiy, or Ci neceſſity, ju. 
GOD leveth 4 chearful Gt ver. 


IF then your Riches, and the Glory of your 
Houſes be increaſed, remember how my Text 
reminds you how you had beſt diſpenſe your 
Stove, to be rich in good Works, ready to give, glad 
20 diſtribute. If any One, like tke rich Man in the 
Goſpel, be at a loſs how to beſtow his Goods, let 
him reflect upon my Application, and from os 
he may learn not to diſtract his Head about pul- 

ing down his Barns, and building greater, ſince 
there is, ſo near at hand, a large and ſafe Store- 
Houſe ands ready provided, where he may be- 
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6 Ron 154 lay em up TY any "are" nay, hers: 
be may put them out upon the beſt Security, aud 
wy to the greateſt Advantage, for by this, and ſuch 
| Hke good Works it is, bar Men lay up, in ſtore for 

themſelves, u Treaſure i in Heuven, thar Faileth Hot 4 
Leo Foundation "againſt the Time ro Ts of Eternal 
[ Life uy OY 4 | 


| 


2 
* 
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vn ien GOD of his infinite Mercy .grant 
we may be made Partakers of, through the 

Merits and Mediation of * „ | 
dur Lord. Amen. 
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